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Pawtitionw and other Themes in Urvashi Butodial's The Other Side of
the Silence

Butaliov'y Other Side of Silence mostly recounty the history of the
Indion Pawtition. The book focuses more o the subaltern people
who-have beew silenced thauw on the higher classes. She says, "My
book belongs to-the common people, womeny, childven, and
scheduled castes or hawijons or mawrging' (11). Inv addition to-
Indiown Pawrtition, it looks at other things like people’'s cultures;
ritualy ov customs, castes, and so-on. Cultural vawiety'comes from
many different places, including ethmic backgrounds; religions;
and languages. Indiav i anv amaging place because,of howmary
different planty and animals live there anduhow mawvy, different
cultures Live therve. Her natural resouwrcesWowvéndvaw wmowy
people from mowy different places at different periods, which has
led to- v great mix of genes and civiligations. Sos\most of the
peoble inv Indiov are regarded to-be ofimired ritce to- different
degrees. In Indiay, the dominant himon covilizations have
tended to- support diversity, wnlike vy many other places where
they have tended to-absorbor 'get kidveof other cultures. The vauwiety
of ecological regimes in thegcountry has made this possible.Yow
may sy that Indiaw i auvethnological musewm. Most of the people
i Indiov e descenddamnty of immigranty who- cauwme fromwv places
beyond the Himalagyos, B.S. Guho categoriges the Indiown people
into- six prineipaliethnicigroups: Negrito, Proto-Auwstraloids;
Mongoloids; Meditexraneown or Drowidion, Western
Brachycephals, andsNordic Aryans (Rao-3). Individuwals from
these.distinct racial groups share few commonalities in terms of
physicalichawacteristics or dietowy practices. The racial vowriety is
quiteshawdi to-understand. Jowahowrlal Nehww savys: "The Novti-
West Fromfier Province already has the breativ of Central Asia,
and many of ity customs, like those inv Kashumiv, remind me of the
countries onthe other side of the Himalayas." Pathouw folk dances
awve very similow to- Cossack dances. Evenw withv all these contrasts,
it's cleaw that Indiow has had owv effect on the Pathans, as showw
by the Tamil. (qtd. inRao- 3 -4)Since ity beginning; Indioww people
howve had o strong religious foundation. Hinduism, Islamy, and
Christianity are the three most important religions in Indiow.
There are also-those who-follow Buddhism, Jainism, Sikhism, and
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Zovowstrionism. India is not o religiously homogeneous state,
despite over eighty percent of the people adhering to-Hinduwism
(Rawo-3). There iy also-ov small group of peoble knoww as the Dality
ov "wuntouchables' who-awe always left out of social eventy that
other people take part inv. Butaliaw says that "they are the
performers of menial, albeit essential; tasks: collecting refuse;
cleaning toilets, tasks that must remain uwnseen, and move,
untouched’' (301).Butaliv talks about the wonderful lives of
Indiow peoble and how they fought back against the,British
colonial administrationw invthe furst chapter of the booky whiich i
called "Beginning." They are battling against Britishv mulesto
protect their cudtuwre and keep their heritage alivesEvew though
they hawe different religions; they sovy they sbeakra uniqie

says that "16 millionw Muslims, 15 millionw Hindug, and 5 millliovw
Sikhs, who-despite their religious diffexences; shawed o commorv
culture; language; and history” (83). Butwith the announcement
of Pautition, things hawe altered and ledito- o mass execution ands
mass migralionw across thesubcontinentthat no-one carv
understand.In the second chapter of the book, "Blood," Butaliav
tellsy the story of several people Who=were forced to-leave their home
country because of the,Partitiow People from both countries go-to-
forowary awreas durimg miigrodion, and they can't go-back to-their
old homes after that. Butaliaw soys that "people traveled inv buses;
caws, and trabmns, but mostly on foot in great colunmuny called
kafilas that couldisticetch for dogens of miles” (3). Inthis chapter,
she tells the story of her uncle Ranauwmama: Ranouwnamay, wyy
mother's youngest brother. Our family, like many others inv
northernwIndio, was spit up at Partition. My mother was still
singlewhewv she crossed the bovder into- Indiav. Her brother and
mother decided to-stay behind. My mother and her other siblings
say that he made his choice for a reasow. He wanted to-get into-
the property that my grandfather, who-had passed away, owned.
(32-33)The fowrthvchapter of the book; called "Women," iy mostly
about the issues and suffering of women during the Powrtition.
There were av lot of reporty of women being muwdered and
kidnapped duwring those times. Butaliow says that "about seventy -
five thousand women are thought to- hawve been abducted ands
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raped by people of different religions or the saume religion' (3).
The ladies who- suwrvived Pauwtition never talk about their hovrible
experiences with the public ov the people inv charge. Butaliov
remembers that the interview had to-be done in the little bity of
time that ladies had between chores avound the house.Also; if
their husbands or sons were awound, they wsually took over the
interview, either onw purpose or by accident, which made the
women go- quiet. The elite Indian mew strive to- kill these innocent
ladies who-were raped or kidnapped from their homes to-protect
their family's honor. Some individuals think that the ladies,who-
were assoudted are av sigw of W luck: The Hinduw peoplenever
accept womer who-have beew raped, and they questiowtheir
virginity." They think they are now dirty. Butalia saoys, “Womenv
have some objection that the Hindus are'not willing to-accept
back the recovered women because they say that they have become
impuwre’ (160). Later, inveorly 1948, Jawahowlal Nehww makes ov
public appealiI have been told that theiv families donw't want to-
take those girly and ladies back tato-theidomes. This iy o very
bad and inappropriate woy tothink, ownid any societold novm that
fovors this way of thinking should be criticiged. These girlsy and
women need our love and carepamid their fomilies should be
proud to-take them back omdhaid them ivv every wovy they carv.
(Butaliov 160)In thissfouutiv chapter, Butaliow talks about the
lifestyles of certainv edaeated middle-class women who- ave
entively agaimst Indiovs traditional conwentions and rituals. She
says that these people were inspired by the Western feminist
movementand wanted to- question the rituals that are st going
ondnwIndia. They stauted to-think of mawriage as o form of
kidnapping. Butalio says that "one might almost say that for the
majovity of Indioawn women, mawriage is like o abduction
arwway, v violation, anw assouldt, usually by an unknownw man'
(147 -48).The sixthv chapter of the book, "Childven," is lawgely
about the problems that abandoned and kidnapped kids face.
The covwentional narrative of Pawrtition hesitates to- scrutinige the
issues faced by childrenw at that period. Butadiav savys; "No-history of
partition that I have seev so-fowr has had anything to-say about
childvenw' (249). During Pawtition, move thaw seventy-five
thousand womerv were kidnapped or raped, and almost fifty
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thowsand children were left behind. The community looked doww
onthese kidy since they were born to-pawents of different races.
Butadiov asserts, “To- ‘repurify’ av child, whose blood was equally
mixed from two- religions, was not easily reintegrated”’ (249).
After the Pawtition, alot of kids have mental healtiv issues and
can't live with their fomilies. Butaliov savys that mouwy kids grew up
invorphanages or institutions for the poor. Othery lived o the
streets, and some were lucky enough to-be adopted into- homes.
Many youngsters; suwvivors of Partition, experiencedmajor
psychological difficulties and discovered they could not remain
i fomilies after going through trawmaw and grief: (254 )Butolios
tells the story of a boy named Kulwant Singh whosig almmost sixteeny
yeaws old. He sees his futher get killed and.rushesoway. He con't
go-back to-his home later. He tells the stovy of how his father was
killed: "They cut himv into- v hundred pieces, theifurst blow they
struck o hig neck; and then they cut Wimy into_avhundred pieces’
(254). He retuwrned to-his family inDelhi i 1948. But they weren't
ready to-let him sty with them, so-they treated him like ov
refugee. Singh tells the stoxy of Wi thme there:I then went to-live
withy some of my relatives fortwo-orthvee years, although things
weren't great. My chacha's kid TawiokSingh applied for me to- sty
at o hostel since I wassadwand fll of pain. I lived invthe hostel
for over sixteenyeauwssand did wy metric.Thew I got my claimy
which was aboutiRs. 55000. " After that, I obtained o quawter, a
place to-live; amd thewy, due to- Maharajoy, I got avjob-at JP
Hospital. (255) Relagionw and ity rituals hawve awv effect o v
persow's life from the time they are av youngster. Butoldiaw tells ov
story that iy lLinked to-this point. During the Partition, the Gujowr
community stouted slanghtering Muslims inv several pauwty of Novtiv
IndianThere was o muscidawr and good-looking young maw from
the Pathou comwmunity who-was invtheir care. They said that they
might let him go- if he was willing to- change hig religion. But the
little kid never gove invto-their thweat. He said, "I will not become
a Hindw; they cav cut my thwoat, but I will not become av Hinduw'
(117).The seventivchapter of the book, "Marging," is mostly onthe
Dality, who- awre people who-are obpressed. It telly the stories of how
Dalit people get along with Hindus and Muslims. The Dalit
intellectuals contend that the predominant historians of
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Pauwtition neglect their commumnity, focusing excessively o Hindus
and Muslims. Butoliow says that the seventivchapter is for the
resevved castes. “I howe spokew inthis chapter mainly about the
experiences of scheduled castes in relation to-Hindus, and to-the
Indioww and Pakistani States” (331).Dwring the Pouwtition, the
scheduled caustes; or Dalits, were housed in refugee coumps; where
they were unable to-attain equal status. The authority stoppeds
them from doing their normal activities and was very hawsh to-
them. The mood is not serene:. Butoliov savys that "the/Scheduled
caste refugees awre not getting vy relief' (303). The caomp officers
wouldwnwt give them their food, and they werent allowed to. go-into-
the camp. The government has done owful thingsto- the Dalits,
Jjust like the Indiouv people did to-them.Other Side of Silexce
exaunines the objectives of Pautition and iy impacton the daily
lives of regudaw individuals, as well as the changes.it has
engendered. The book talks about howsthe Poutikton huwt and
trawmatiged Indiow people and how theseeventy affected their
cultural legacy. The Pouwtitiovw of India tsot av sepowatiov of
Indioww land; rather, it representy avtunmmdtuous division of the
Indiawn psyche. These mentabillnesses are still bothering people inv
Indiav. The book asks some 'questions about Indior ethnicity.
Living ow either side oftovborder does not change one' s ethnicity.
Ethwnicity transcendgegeographical boundaries.



